TDI Section 508 Compliance Testing Procedure

Organization:

DRC
Defense Group
Readiness and Training Solutions Division
Training Development and Implementation

Purpose: The purpose of this document is to define the process by which Training Development and Implementation (TDI) performs Section 508 Compliance Testing for web-based courseware.

Standards and Criteria: The standards and criteria to be followed in determining whether or not a product is Section 508 Compliant are those as set forth in the Voluntary Product Accessibility Template (VPAT), Version 1.3.

Process Overview:

HTML-based Course Components: [AccVerify – In the case of HTML-based courseware, AccVerify is used to test for Section 508 Compliance. AccVerify Scans all the files of the courseware and generates a report to match the VPAT requirements. The tool checks for most of the criteria items in the VPAT and the remaining items are checked via other methods.] [ JAWS (Job Access with Speech) – The screen reader JAWS is also launched. Each courseware screen is tested for each of the criteria items in the VPAT requirements for those that were not tested via AccVerify.]

PDFs: All of the PDFs are checked using the CommonLook plug-in and all identified compliance issues are addressed. In most cases the CommonLook plug-in makes suggestions to bring the issue into compliance. Most common issues are Alt text for images, proper reading of tables, reading order of the whole document, and links.]

Visual Inspection: [Some of the criteria in the VPAT must be evaluated via a visual inspection, e.g., information conveyed by color, timed responses, etc. Such issues are manually tested and made compliant if there are any issues.]

Completion of VPAT Table: [Once all compliance issues have been addressed, the VPAT table is completed, and included in the Courseware Q/A Report.]

	Criteria
	Compliant
	Remarks

	(a) A text equivalent for every non-text element shall be provided (e.g., via "alt", "longdesc", or in element content).
	Y
	

	(b) Equivalent alternatives for any multimedia presentation shall be synchronized with the presentation.
	Y
	

	(c) Web pages shall be designed so that all information conveyed with color is also available without color, for example from context or markup.
	NA
	This criterion does not apply to the Preventing AGBIO CBI.

	(d) Documents shall be organized so they are readable without requiring an associated style sheet.
	Y
	

	(e) Redundant text links shall be provided for each active region of a server-side image map.
	NA
	This criterion does not apply to the Preventing AGBIO CBI.

	(f) Client-side image maps shall be provided instead of server-side image maps except where the regions cannot be defined with an available geometric shape.
	NA
	This criterion does not apply to the Preventing AGBIO CBI.

	(g) Row and column headers shall be identified for data tables.
	Y
	The tables were images and the images were tagged with Alt text describing the content in each cell of the tables.

	(h) Markup shall be used to associate data cells and header cells for data tables that have two or more logical levels of row or column headers.
	NA
	This criterion does not apply to the Preventing AGBIO CBI.

	(I) Frames shall be titled with text that facilitates frame identification and navigation.
	Y
	

	(j) Pages shall be designed to avoid causing the screen to flicker with a frequency greater than 2 Hz and lower than 55 Hz.
	NA
	This criterion does not apply to the Preventing AGBIO CBI.

	(k) A text-only page, with equivalent information or functionality, shall be provided to make a web site comply with the provisions of this part, when compliance cannot be accomplished in any other way. The content of the text-only page shall be updated whenever the primary page changes.
	NA
	This criterion does not apply to the Preventing AGBIO CBI.

	(l) When pages utilize scripting languages to display content, or to create interface elements, the information provided by the script shall be identified with functional text that can be read by Assistive Technology.
	Y
	

	(m) When a web page requires that an applet, plug-in or other application be present on the client system to interpret page content, the page must provide a link to a plug-in or applet that complies with §1194.21(a) through (l). 
	Y
	

	(n) When electronic forms are designed to be completed on-line, the form shall allow people using Assistive Technology to access the information, field elements, and functionality required for completion and submission of the form, including all directions and cues.
	Y
	

	(o) A method shall be provided that permits users to skip repetitive navigation links.
	Y
	

	(p) When a timed response is required, the user shall be alerted and given sufficient time to indicate more time is required.
	NA
	This criterion does not apply to the Preventing AGBIO CBI.



(Criteria, col. 1, were copied exactly from the Voluntary Product Accessibility Template (VPAT), Version 1.3.)
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