Session 5:  Conclusion
Making Decisions

People in the “real” driving world are faced with making decisions—decisions that could have a positive or negative outcome.
Most people have not been to a defensive driving course such as this one.  Consequently, their decisions are based largely on how they feel or their reactions to what is happening around them.  Some of them do not know what we know about maintaining control.  Many of them simply do not see that they have choices and that the choices they are making affect many other people.
Throughout this course, we have emphasized some important points about our control and responsibility as drivers.  Think about each of these points when you get behind the wheel:

· You are the only person who can control your behavior behind the wheel.

· Make your own decisions and do not give up control of your vehicle to other drivers or to random emotions.

· Even though there are driving conditions you cannot control (weather, light, road, traffic, and other drivers), you can control your actions and how you deal with those conditions.

· For every driving decision you make, there are consequences.  The consequences of safe driving decisions are that you will make it to your destination safely.
· The consequences of poor driving decisions can range from a traffic violation to a crash, injury, or even a fatality.
Make It a Habit

Being a defensive driver involves making it a habit every time you drive.  

The Seven Habits of Defensive Driving:
1. Always wear your safety belt.

2. Evaluate the driving conditions, including your own condition, before driving.  Continue evaluating the conditions block-by-block and mile-by-mile.

3. Scan the street and road ahead.  Use the “What If” strategy to recognize hazards.

4. Always maintain personal control, no matter what other drivers do.

5. Follow the three-second and three-second plus following distance rules.

6. Always have a plan for any hazardous situation.  Remember:  RUA safe driver?  Recognize the hazard, understand the defense and act correctly, in time. 
7. Be patient with other drivers.  Show courtesy, respect, and dignity.
Taking Chances

Not all cases of bad judgment or unsafe driving have horrible consequences.  However, the chances of having something happen to us eventually are very high if you choose unsafe driving behaviors.

Some of you are lucky that a police officer stopped you before your actions resulted in killing or injuring yourself or someone else.  You are also lucky because you have been given a second chance.  
What’s next?

When you complete this course, and head out back on the roads, you will have dozens of thoughts on your mind—people to see, places to go, deadlines to meet.  They involve the people you love, the jobs you hold, and the goals you have set for yourself.

Just remember, not one of those things is going to happen unless you get there to make it happen.  Driving defensively is your best chance of getting there, and getting there starts the moment you turn that ignition key.
You may think this sounds a little melodramatic—but it’s not!  Not if you have ever seen a serious traffic collision.  Not if you have ever seen the loss of limbs or lives that those collisions can cause.
CONGRATULATIONS!
You have completed the internet based portion of the National Safety Council’s Defensive Driving Course.  Now you will have to take a written Post test of the material covered in this course.

