
1 Wheat blast is a fungal disease that 
was first discovered in Brazil in 
1985. It has since spread 
throughout Brazil and in 
neighboring countries.  

 

2 While the disease can be spread 
naturally by wind and rain, 

 

3 the disease could have spread 
from region to region through 
human activities or fomites, with 
seeds inadvertently carried from 
an infected field to an uninfected 
field.  

 

4 Proper use of personal protective 
equipment is critical to preventing 
the spread of plant pathogens such 
as wheat blast.  

 



5 In addition, PPE helps protect the 
wearer from human pathogens 
and other risks. 

 

6 For example, a respirator can filter 
out Cryptococcus spores. 

 

7 This fungus occurs naturally in soils 
and can affect the lungs and 
central nervous system.  

 

8 A respirator can also help protect 
the wearer from pesticides or 
other chemicals.  

 



9 This lesson will review personal 
protective equipment that can help 
protect personnel from exposure 
to disease or other hazards, 

 

10 and help prevent the spread of 
plant pathogens. 

 

 


