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Operations Security (OPSEC) 
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Most of us go about our daily work 
without access to any 

3 

 

sensitive or classified information.  
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However, our adversaries may still be 
interested in the information in your 
workplace.  
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An Al Qaeda terrorist handbook 
highlighted the fact that Al Qaeda 
could get 
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80 percent of the information they 
needed from public sources. 
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They were seeking information about 
things such as:  

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/8/87/Cover_of_%22The_Manchester_Manual%22.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/8/87/Cover_of_"The_Manchester_Manual".jpg�


8 

 

transportation systems, 

9 

 

city and town plans, 
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pedestrian centers, 
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security organizations, 
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and government agencies. 

 

 

By gathering this knowledge, 
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Al Qaeda believed they could use the 
information in potential attacks.  
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Operations security is the process 
through which we work to deny our 
adversaries 



15 

 

access to this critical information 
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and protect our sensitive activities and 
operations.  
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This course will provide you with an 
understanding of operations security 

18 

 

and key actions you can take to 
protect our country. 

 

 


