
Green Purchasing Knowledge Self Check 

Note that the completion of the course is not based on achieving a certain score, only that you have 
taken the opportunity to see and reinforce what you have learned. 

Complete the sentences by choosing the best answers from the choices below the questions.  After 
selecting your answers, match them with the answers below to see if you are correct.  

 

 Questions 

1 

 

Green Purchasing is defined as:  

( ) (a) Buying products that claim to be environmentally friendly 

( ) (b) The activity of being good stewards of the environment 

( ) (c) The Federal government's requirements to purchase 
products with environmental and energy saving attributes 

( ) (d) Any purchasing strategy that saves energy 
 

2 

 

By using your purchase card to buy "green" products, you are helping to:   

( ) (a) enhance energy security 

( ) (b) create new markets 

( ) (c) increase worker safety 

( ) (d) all of  the above 
 

3 

 

The Food, Conservation and Energy Act of 2008 is referred to as:  

( ) a) The Farmers Trust Bill 

( ) b) The 2008 BioPreferred Bill 

( ) c) The 2008 Farm Bill 

( ) d) The 2008 Green Purchasing Bill 
 

  



4 

 

The Food, Conservation and Energy Act of 2008 amends Section 9002 Biobased Provisions 
to:  

( ) a) Update the "biobased product" definition 

( ) b) Permit the designation of intermediate feedstocks and 
finished products 

( ) c) a & b above 

( ) d) None of the above 
 

5 

 

Additional information on Green Purchasing requirements can be found online at:  

( ) a) www.biopreferred.gov 

( ) b) www.arnet.gov/far/index.html 

( ) c) http://ofee.gov/gp/gp.asp 

( ) d) All of the above 
 

6 

 

The benefits of environmental stewardship are that it creates markets for recycled 
materials and agricultural products, conserves resources and reduces pollution, and saves 
energy and landfill space.  

( ) a) True 

( ) b) False 
 

7 

 

Office of Management and Budget (OMB) uses the Environmental Stewardship Scorecard to  

( ) a) Track Federal agencies' performance in using purchase cards 
to buy green 

( ) b)Track Federal agencies' level of responsibility in 
implementing sustainable practices 

( ) c)Track Federal agencies' performance in implementing green 
purchasing 

( ) d)Track Federal agencies' ethics in how the purchase cards are 
used 

 

  



8 

 

Which of the following is NOT one of the eight green product categories?  

( ) a) Biobased Products 

( ) b) Trendy Semi-Conservative Products 

( ) c) Electronic Products Environmental Assessment Tool (EPEAT) 
- Designated Products (computers and monitors) 

( ) d) Non-ozone Depleting Substances 
 

9 

 

Recycled content products are products that are made from or contain recovered materials 
which:   

( ) a) means replacing virgin materials with recycled materials, 
including post-consumer materials 

( ) b)means that the materials collected in recycling programs will 
not be used  again in the manufacture of new  products 

( ) c)means that the materials collected in recycling programs will 
not be used  again in the manufacture of any  office products 

( ) d)means that the materials collected in recycling programs will 
be used again in the refurbishing of old  houses 

 

10 

 

Through the Comprehensive Procurement  Guidelines (CPG), the Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) manages the program for Recycled Content products.  These products are 
also known as   

( ) a) RCP Items 

( ) b) EPA RCIs 

( ) c) CPG Items 

( ) d) There is no other name 
 

  



11 

 

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has more than 60 designated recycled content 
products in how many different categories?  

( ) a) 2 

( ) b) 12 

( ) c) 5 

( ) d) 8 
 

12 

 

Examples of designated recycled products include:    

( ) a) structural fiberboard, plastic lumber landscaping timbers 
and post 

( ) b) printing and writing papers, 

( ) c) playground equipment, retread tires, and sorbents 

( ) d) all of the above 
 

13 

 

The Green Product Category known as Energy Efficient Products includes which three 
product areas?  

( ) a) ENERGY STAR,  FEMP Designated, and Low Standby Power 

( ) b) ENERGY STAR, EPA RCIs, and WATTS 

( ) c) FEMP Designated,  RCP Items, and SNAPs 

( ) d) Low Standby Power devices, WaterSense, and Compost 
Items 

 

14 

 

The Farm Security and Rural Investment Act of 2002 and the 2008 Farm Bill define ' 
biobased product' as a product determined by the Secretary to be a commercial or 
industrial product that is composed in whole, or in significant part, of biological products, 
including renewable domestic agricultural materials and forestry materials; or an 
intermediate ingredient or feedstock.   

 

  

( ) a) True 

( ) b) False 
 



15 

 

Under the Farm Security and Rural Investment Act of 2002 (FSRIA) and the Food, 
Conservation and Energy Act of 2008 (2008 Farm Bill), USDA is responsible for:   

( ) a) Developing and implementing a comprehensive program for 
designating biobased products 

( ) b) Implementing the BioPreferredSM  Procurement Preference 
Program across the Federal government 

( ) c) Encouraging Federal agencies to establish incentive 
programs  to recognize Federal employees or contractors that 
make exceptional contributions to the expanded use of 
biobased products 

( ) d) All of the above 
 

16 

 

Once designated, all 'qualifying' products within a designated item are eligible for   

( ) a) government discount pricing 

( ) b) preferred procurement 

( ) c) a 30 day trial period 

( ) d) a one year warranty 
 

17 

 

For each designated item USDA provides information to Federal agencies about   

( ) a) relative price and performance 

( ) b) environmental and health benefits 

( ) c) minimum biobased content 

( ) d) all of the above 
 

  



18 

 

What are "environmentally preferable products (EPP)?"  

( ) a) Products or services that have a negative effect on human 
health and the environment. 

( ) b) Products or services that are within a price range that the 
surrounding environment can easily afford the products. 

( ) c) Products or services that have a lesser or reduced effect on 
human health and the environment when compared with 
competing products or services that serve the same purpose. 

( ) d) Products that are in line with the environment and 
complement visual features. 

 

19 

 

Products in the EPP category can be viable alternatives to products that contain hazardous 
materials or toxic chemicals.  Alternatives being things such as  

( ) a) green cleaning products 

( ) b) mercury free thermometers 

( ) c) refurbished furniture 

( ) d) all of the above 
 

20 

 

What does EPEAT stand for?  

( ) a) Environment Policy Evaluates All Tiers 

( ) b) Evaluate, Protect, Execute All Tiers 

( ) c) Electronic Products Environmental Assessment Tool 

( ) d) None of the Above 
 

21 

 

Which electronic products are covered in EPEAT?  

( ) a) Laptops 

( ) b) Computer Desktops 

( ) c) Computer Monitors 

( ) d) All the Above 
 

  



22 

 

Federal agencies must purchase water efficient products.    

( ) a) True 

( ) b) False 
 

23 

 

WaterSense is a program managed by EPA which identifies and promotes water efficient 
products that meet criteria for   

( ) a) reducing water heating 

( ) b) eliminating water pumping 

( ) c) water efficiency and performance 

( ) d) none of the above 
 

24 

 

Examples of products that have met the criteria and have an EPA WaterSense label include:     

( ) a) high efficiency toilets and urinals 

( ) b) sink faucets and showerheads 

( ) c) landscape irrigation systems 

( ) d) all of the above 
 

25 

 

SNAP is   

( ) a) the Significant New Alternative Policy program 

( ) b) EPA developed 

( ) c) a program for evaluating  alternatives to ozone depleting 
substances (ODS) 

( ) d) a, b & c above 
 

  



26 

 

Wide-spread use of alternative fuels is critical to   

( ) a) reducing dependence on foreign oil and improving air quality 

( ) b) reducing the cost of petroleum 

( ) c) identifying new uses for biodiesel 

( ) d) none of the above 
 

27 

 

Which of the following is an example of an alternative fuel made from American resources 
including virgin vegetable oils (primarily soybeans) or recycled sources (used cooking oil)?    

( ) a) Ethanol (E85) 

( ) b) Methanol 

( ) c) Biodiesel 

( ) d) Compressed Natural Gas (CNG) 
 

28 

 

Purchase card holders and fleet managers can implement green purchasing by thinking 
"green" at the start of the acquisition process.  

( ) a) True 

( ) b) False 
 

29 

 

Implementing green purchasing and ensuring compliance includes the following:  

( ) a) Substituting "green" products only where prices are the 
same 

( ) b) Asking for "green" products and including "green" products 
in all contract solicitations 

( ) c) Finding alternatives for products with excessive packaging 
and those with toxic chemicals 

( ) d) B & C above 
 

  



30 

 

Purchase card buyers must follow the intent of the GPAPP requirements as long as the 
products are  

( ) a) reasonably available 

( ) b) reasonable priced 

( ) c) comparable in performance 

( ) d) all of the above 
 

 

31 

 

USDA Advantage! is part of USDA's Integrated Acquisition System (IAS) "e-Alliance"Initiative, 
an effort to  better leverage USDA spending power for commonly acquired items and 
services in:   

( ) a) Pricing 

( ) b) Ordering methods 

( ) c) Delivery terms 

( ) d) All of the above 
 

32 

 

There are many procurement resources available online where green products may be 
purchased.  One of the mandatory purchasing programs is:  

( ) a) GSAAdvantage! 

( ) b) DOD EMALL 

( ) c) AbilityOne 

( ) d) USDA's BioPreferredSM Biobased Products Catalog 
 

33 

 

The Federal Prison Industries (UNICOR) offers recycled content, biobased, and 
environmentally preferable products or services.   

( ) a) True 

( ) b) False 
 

  



34 

 

The USDA Fiscal Year 2008 Procurement Forecast has a product description that includes   

( ) a) biobased products and whether or not they are included in 
contracts 

( ) b) energy efficient products and whether or not they are 
included in contracts 

( ) c) green products and whether or not they are included in 
contracts 

( ) d) ENERGY STAR products and whether or not they are 
included in contracts 

 

35 

 

The Small Business Administration's electronic directory, PRO-Net consists of more than 
2,000 small businesses offering:  

( ) a) SNAP products 

( ) b) WaterSense products 

( ) c) FEMP Designated products 

( ) d) EPA-designated recycled content products 
 

 

 

 

 

Answers in Red and Bold 

 Questions 

1 

 

Green Purchasing is defined as:  

( ) (a) Buying products that claim to be environmentally friendly 

( ) (b) The activity of being good stewards of the environment 

( ) (c) The Federal government's requirements to purchase 
products with environmental and energy saving attributes 

( ) (d) Any purchasing strategy that saves energy 
 



2 

 

By using your purchase card to buy "green" products, you are helping to:   

( ) (a) enhance energy security 

( ) (b) create new markets 

( ) (c) increase worker safety 

( ) (d) all of  the above 
 

3 

 

The Food, Conservation and Energy Act of 2008 is referred to as:  

( ) a) The Farmers Trust Bill 

( ) b) The 2008 BioPreferred Bill 

( ) c) The 2008 Farm Bill 

( ) d) The 2008 Green Purchasing Bill 
 

4 

 

The Food, Conservation and Energy Act of 2008 amends Section 9002 Biobased Provisions 
to:  

( ) a) Update the "biobased product" definition 

( ) b) Permit the designation of intermediate feedstocks and 
finished products 

( ) c) a & b above 

( ) d) None of the above 
 

5 

 

Additional information on Green Purchasing requirements can be found online at:  

( ) a) www.biopreferred.gov 

( ) b) www.arnet.gov/far/index.html 

( ) c) http://ofee.gov/gp/gp.asp 

( ) d) All of the above 
 

  



6 

 

The benefits of environmental stewardship are that it creates markets for recycled 
materials and agricultural products, conserves resources and reduces pollution, and saves 
energy and landfill space.  

( ) a) True 

( ) b) False 
 

7 

 

Office of Management and Budget (OMB) uses the Environmental Stewardship Scorecard to  

( ) a)Track Federal agencies' performance in using purchase cards 
to buy green 

( ) b)Track Federal agencies' level of responsibility in 
implementing sustainable practices 

( ) c)Track Federal agencies' performance in implementing green 
purchasing 

( ) d) Track Federal agencies' ethics in how the purchase cards are 
used 

 

8 

 

Which of the following is NOT one of the eight green product categories?  

( ) a) Biobased Products 

( ) b) Trendy Semi-Conservative Products 

( ) c) Electronic Products Environmental Assessment Tool (EPEAT) 
- Designated Products (computers and monitors) 

( ) d) Non-ozone Depleting Substances 
 

  



9 

 

Recycled content products are products that are made from or contain recovered materials 
which:   

( ) a)means replacing virgin materials with recycled materials, 
including post-consumer materials 

( ) b)means that the materials collected in recycling programs will 
not be used  again in the manufacture of new  products 

( ) c)means that the materials collected in recycling programs will 
not be used  again in the manufacture of any  office products 

( ) d)means that the materials collected in recycling programs will 
be used again in the refurbishing of old  houses 

 

10 

 

Through the Comprehensive Procurement  Guidelines (CPG), the Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) manages the program for Recycled Content products.  These products are 
also known as   

( ) a) RCP Items 

( ) b) EPA RCIs 

( ) c) CPG Items 

( ) d) There is no other name 
 

11 

 

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has more than 60 designated recycled content 
products in how many different categories?  

( ) a) 2 

( ) b) 12 

( ) c) 5 

( ) d) 8 
 

  



12 

 

Examples of designated recycled products include:    

( ) a) structural fiberboard, plastic lumber landscaping timbers 
and post 

( ) b) printing and writing papers, 

( ) c) playground equipment, retread tires, and sorbents 

( ) d) all of the above 
 

13 

 

The Green Product Category known as Energy Efficient Products includes which three 
product areas?  

( ) a) ENERGY STAR,  FEMP Designated, and Low Standby Power 

( ) b) ENERGY STAR, EPA RCIs, and WATTS 

( ) c) FEMP Designated,  RCP Items, and SNAPs 

( ) d) Low Standby Power devices, WaterSense, and Compost 
Items 

 

14 

 

The Farm Security and Rural Investment Act of 2002 and the 2008 Farm Bill define ' 
biobased product' as a product determined by the Secretary to be a commercial or 
industrial product that is composed in whole, or in significant part, of biological products, 
including renewable domestic agricultural materials and forestry materials; or an 
intermediate ingredient or feedstock.   

( ) a) True 

( ) b) False 
 

  



15 

 

Under the Farm Security and Rural Investment Act of 2002 (FSRIA) and the Food, 
Conservation and Energy Act of 2008 (2008 Farm Bill), USDA is responsible for:   

( ) a) Developing and implementing a comprehensive program for 
designating biobased products 

( ) b) Implementing the BioPreferredSM  Procurement Preference 
Program across the Federal government 

( ) c) Encouraging Federal agencies to establish incentive 
programs  to recognize Federal employees or contractors that 
make exceptional contributions to the expanded use of 
biobased products 

( ) d) All of the above 
 

16 

 

Once designated, all 'qualifying' products within a designated item are eligible for   

( ) a) government discount pricing 

( ) b) preferred procurement 

( ) c) a 30 day trial period 

( ) d) a one year warranty 
 

17 

 

For each designated item USDA provides information to Federal agencies about   

( ) a) relative price and performance 

( ) b) environmental and health benefits 

( ) c) minimum biobased content 

( ) d) all of the above 
 

 

  



18 

 

What are "environmentally preferable products (EPP)?"  

( ) a) Products or services that have a negative effect on human 
health and the environment. 

( ) b) Products or services that are within a price range that the 
surrounding environment can easily afford the products. 

( ) c) Products or services that have a lesser or reduced effect on 
human health and the environment when compared with 
competing products or services that serve the same purpose. 

( ) d) Products that are in line with the environment and 
complement visual features. 

 

19 

 

Products in the EPP category can be viable alternatives to products that contain hazardous 
materials or toxic chemicals.  Alternatives being things such as  

( ) a) green cleaning products 

( ) b) mercury free thermometers 

( ) c) refurbished furniture 

( ) d) all of the above 
 

20 

 

What does EPEAT stand for?  

( ) a) Environment Policy Evaluates All Tiers 

( ) b) Evaluate, Protect, Execute All Tiers 

( ) c) Electronic Products Environmental Assessment Tool 

( ) d) None of the Above 
 

21 

 

Which electronic products are covered in EPEAT?  

( ) a) Laptops 

( ) b) Computer Desktops 

( ) c) Computer Monitors 

( ) d) All the Above 
 

  



22 

 

Federal agencies must purchase water efficient products.    

( ) a) True 

( ) b) False 
 

23 

 

WaterSense is a program managed by EPA which identifies and promotes water efficient 
products that meet criteria for   

( ) a) reducing water heating 

( ) b) eliminating water pumping 

( ) c) water efficiency and performance 

( ) d) none of the above 
 

24 

 

Examples of products that have met the criteria and have an EPA WaterSense label include:     

( ) a) high efficiency toilets and urinals 

( ) b) sink faucets and showerheads 

( ) c) landscape irrigation systems 

( ) d) all of the above 
 

25 

 

SNAP is   

( ) a) the Significant New Alternative Policy program 

( ) b) EPA developed 

( ) c) a program for evaluating  alternatives to ozone depleting 
substances (ODS) 

( ) d) a, b & c above 
 

  



26 

 

Wide-spread use of alternative fuels is critical to   

( ) a) reducing dependence on foreign oil and improving air 
quality 

( ) b) reducing the cost of petroleum 

( ) c) identifying new uses for biodiesel 

( ) d) none of the above 
 

27 

 

Which of the following is an example of an alternative fuel made from American resources 
including virgin vegetable oils (primarily soybeans) or recycled sources (used cooking oil)?    

( ) a) Ethanol (E85) 

( ) b) Methanol 

( ) c) Biodiesel 

( ) d) Compressed Natural Gas (CNG) 
 

28 

 

Purchase card holders and fleet managers can implement green purchasing by thinking 
"green" at the start of the acquisition process.  

( ) a) True 

( ) b) False 
 

29 

 

Implementing green purchasing and ensuring compliance includes the following:  

( ) a) Substituting "green" products only where prices are the 
same 

( ) b) Asking for "green" products and including "green" products 
in all contract solicitations 

( ) c) Finding alternatives for products with excessive packaging 
and those with toxic chemicals 

( ) d) B & C above 
 

  



30 

 

Purchase card buyers must follow the intent of the GPAPP requirements as long as the 
products are  

( ) a) reasonably available 

( ) b) reasonable priced 

( ) c) comparable in performance 

( ) d) all of the above 
 

 

31 

 

USDA Advantage! is part of USDA's Integrated Acquisition System (IAS) "e-Alliance"Initiative, 
an effort to  better leverage USDA spending power for commonly acquired items and 
services in:   

( ) a) Pricing 

( ) b) Ordering methods 

( ) c) Delivery terms 

( ) d) All of the above 
 

32 

 

There are many procurement resources available online where green products may be 
purchased.  One of the mandatory purchasing programs is:  

( ) a) GSAAdvantage! 

( ) b) DOD EMALL 

( ) c) AbilityOne 

( ) d) USDA's BioPreferredSM Biobased Products Catalog 
 

33 

 

The Federal Prison Industries (UNICOR) offers recycled content, biobased, and 
environmentally preferable products or services.   

( ) a) True 

( ) b) False 
 

  



34 

 

The USDA Fiscal Year 2008 Procurement Forecast has a product description that includes   

( ) a) biobased products and whether or not they are included in 
contracts 

( ) b) energy efficient products and whether or not they are 
included in contracts 

( ) c) green products and whether or not they are included in 
contracts 

( ) d) ENERGY STAR products and whether or not they are 
included in contracts 

 

35 

 

The Small Business Administration's electronic directory, PRO-Net consists of more than 
2,000 small businesses offering:  

( ) a) SNAP products 

( ) b) WaterSense products 

( ) c) FEMP Designated products 

( ) d) EPA-designated recycled content products 
 

 

 


