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Unit 1:

The Stafford Act 

Instructions:  This short exercise will help you assess your current understanding of the history and provisions of the Stafford Act.  Please choose or provide the correct response(s) for each question below.  Answers are provided following the questions.

1.
Who is responsible for requesting that the President declare an emergency or disaster?

· A.
The Federal Coordinating Officer (FCO)

· B.
The congressional representative(s) from the affected area(s)

· C.
The State Senator from the affected area(s)

· D.
The Governor of the affected State

2.
FEMA’s role in managing Federal disaster assistance includes:  (Mark all that apply.)

· A.
Evaluating a Governor’s request for a Presidential declaration.

· B.
Responding to requests from local governments.

· C.
Advising the President concerning recommendations for declarations.

· D.
Establishing on-scene incident management.

· E.
Managing the President’s Disaster Relief Fund.

3.
Sequence the following events in the disaster declaration process in the order in which they occur.  

A.
FEMA makes a recommendation to the President.

B.
FEMA and the State and local governments conduct a preliminary damage assessment.

C.
The event occurs.

D.
The President makes a declaration, if warranted.

E.
The State Governor requests assistance.

4.
FEMA can provide States with Federal assistance for major disasters and emergencies whether or not the President has declared the disaster or emergency.

(  True 
( False

5.
Write an X next to the two descriptions that apply to both a Presidential declaration of a major disaster and a Presidential emergency declaration.

· A.
Cannot exceed $5,000,000 in Federal assistance.

· B.
Make assistance available following natural events such as floods and manmade events such as fire or explosion.

· C.
Provide assistance that is beyond State and local capabilities.

· D.
Must be requested within 30 days of the incident.

6.
An applicant is eligible for Federal assistance to repair, restore, or replace property that is damaged as a result of a declared disaster, regardless of whether the individual’s own insurance will cover the damage.

(  True 
(  False

7.
A Governor may make a request for Federal disaster assistance if the disaster is of such severity and magnitude that effective response is beyond the capabilities of the State and local governments.

(  True 
( False

8.
The President may deny a request for a disaster declaration for the following reason(s):  (Mark all that apply.)

· A.
The Federal Government judges that adequate assistance is available through other sources.

· B.
Congress vetoes the declaration.

· C.
State and local governments are able to provide the necessary assistance themselves.

· D.
The Preliminary Damage Assessment is submitted on the incorrect forms.

9.
The Stafford Act requires that Congress approve assistance on an incident-by-incident basis. 

(  True 
(  False

10.
Choose the appropriate answers. Without a Presidential disaster declaration, disaster assistance may include:

· A.
Unemployment assistance

· B.
Search and rescue

· C.
Flood protection

· D.
Fire suppression assistance

· E.
Hazard mitigation
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1.
Who is responsible for requesting that the President declare an emergency or disaster?

· D.
The Governor of the affected State is responsible for requesting that the President declare an emergency or disaster.

2.
FEMA’s role in managing Federal disaster assistance includes:  (Mark all that apply.)

· A.
Evaluating a Governor’s request for a Presidential declaration.
· B.
Responding to requests from local governments.

· C.
Advising the President concerning recommendations for declarations.
· D.
Establishing on-scene incident management.

· E.
Managing the President’s Disaster Relief Fund.
3.
The sequence of events in a Presidential disaster declaration process is:


C.


B.



E.



A.



D.


ADVANCE \d24.
FEMA can provide States with Federal assistance for major disasters and emergencies whether or not the President has declared the disaster or emergency.

· False.  Under the Stafford Act, assistance for major disasters and emergencies is available from FEMA only upon a declaration by the President. However, when the President does not issue a major disaster or an emergency declaration, there may be certain types of assistance available through various Federal agencies including the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, the Department of Agriculture, and the Small Business Administration.

5.
Write an X next to the two descriptions that apply to both a Presidential declaration of a major disaster and a Presidential emergency declaration.

· A.
Cannot exceed $5,000,000 in Federal assistance.

· B.
Make assistance available following natural events such as floods and manmade events such as fire or explosion.

· C.
Provide assistance that is beyond State and local capabilities.
· D.
Must be requested within 30 days of the incident.

6.
An applicant is eligible for Federal assistance to repair, restore, or replace property that is damaged as a result of a declared disaster, regardless of whether the individual’s own insurance will cover the damage.

· False.  Eligibility for Federal assistance to repair, restore, or replace property that is damaged as a result of a declared disaster is conditional on whether the individual’s insurance company will cover the damages.

7.
A Governor may make a request for Federal disaster assistance if the disaster is of such severity and magnitude that effective response is beyond the capabilities of the State and local governments.

· True.  All requests for a Presidential disaster declaration shall be made by the Governor of the affected State.  Such a request shall be based on a finding that the disaster is of such severity and magnitude that effective response is beyond State and local government capabilities and that Federal assistance is necessary.

8.
The President may deny a request for a disaster declaration for the following reason(s):  (Mark all that apply.)

· A.
The Federal Government judges that adequate assistance is available through other sources.

· B.
Congress vetoes the declaration.

· C.
State and local governments are able to provide the necessary assistance themselves.

· D.
The Preliminary Damage Assessment is submitted on the incorrect forms.

9.
The Stafford Act requires that Congress approve assistance on an incident-by-incident basis.

· False. The initial disaster relief program in 1950 authorized funding for a disaster relief program rather than a single-incident response. The intent of the Stafford Act is to provide an orderly and continuing means of assistance from the Federal Government to State and local governments carrying out their responsibilities to alleviate the suffering and damage that result from disasters.

10.
Choose the appropriate answers. Without a Presidential disaster declaration, disaster assistance may include:

· A.
Unemployment assistance

· B.
Search and rescue

· C.
Flood protection

· D.
Fire suppression assistance

· E.
Hazard mitigation

Any of the following types of assistance may also be included:

· Health and welfare

· Emergency conservation programs

· Emergency loans for agriculture

· Disaster loans for homeowners or businesses

· Repairs to Federal Aid System roads

· Tax refunds

· Voluntary agency assistance

The event occurs.





Step 1. FEMA and the State and local governments conduct a Preliminary Damage Assessment.





Step 2. The State Governor requests assistance.





Step 3. FEMA makes a recommendation to the President.





Step 4. The President makes a declaration, if warranted.








Disaster Basics
Portal 1-3

