
Oxygen Requirements  
  
Some bacteria – called aerobes – require free oxygen in order to survive.  For 
others, called anaerobes, the reverse is the case – the smallest quantity of free 
oxygen prevents their growth.  The majority of bacteria – called facultative 
anaerobes – are neither strict aerobes nor strict anaerobes, but can tolerate to 
some degree either the presence or absence of oxygen.  
 


