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I.  PURPOSE    
 
 This notice provides instructions to inspection program personnel on using digital 
photography to capture the results of FAST tests and STOP tests and transmit 
photographs of the results electronically to a Public Health Veterinarian (PHV) at a 
different location to be interpreted.  This notice also clarifies that reading the results of 
the tests from a digital photograph meets the requirements of 9 CFR 310.21.   
 
II.   BACKGROUND 
 
 The Fast Antimicrobial Screen Test (FAST) and the Swab Test on Premises (STOP) 
are microbiological screening tests for the detection of antibiotic residues in animal 
tissues. Therefore, the results of the test are not used in making disposition of product.  
The test results only indicate whether further testing is required to determine whether or 
not antimicrobial residues that could require the condemnation of the carcass are 
present.   
 
   FAST and STOP are screening tests and are quite accurate in determining if 
antibiotic residues are present, but they do not provide quantitative results.  If the FAST 
or STOP results are positive, tissue samples must be submitted to the laboratory for a 
bioassay testing.  The purpose of the laboratory testing is to identify the antimicrobial 
residue and to determine if the residue is present at violative levels.  The carcass must 
be retained pending the laboratory results.  If the result is negative, product is released 
without delay provided all other criteria are met.  
 

The District Office is responsible for ensuring that inspection personnel have received 
the training necessary to photograph the results of the screening test.     

 
 Using digital photography to capture the results of the tests and e-mailing 
photographs of the results to a PHV for reading will permit the Agency to better utilize its 
resources to further the Agency’s public health goals.  Previously, PHVs with patrol 
assignments had to spend time traveling to reach establishments in remote locations to 
read the results of FAST tests and STOP tests per 9 CFR 310.21. 
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III.  INSPECTION PROGRAM PERSONNEL RESPONSIBILITIES 
  
 Inspection program personnel should continue to follow the self-instructional guide for 
performing the FAST and STOP tests.  FAST and STOP tests can be applied any time 
the presence of an antimicrobial residue is suspected, such as when an injection lesion 
is observed during postmortem inspection.  FAST and STOP can also be used for 
follow-up testing of animals from a previous identified violative producer.   
 

When the incubation time is complete, and it is time for the results to be read, a 
digital photograph can be taken of the results and the photograph can be e-mailed to a 
PHV for interpretation.  If e-mail is not functioning or is unavailable, the PHV may travel 
to the establishment to read the screening test results. 
 
 If the PHV cannot accurately assess the results by looking at the digital photograph 
of a FAST or STOP test result, the PHV may travel to the establishment to read the test 
result from the plate.  The Agency expects this type of situation to be a rare occurrence. 
 
     Technical questions should be referred to the Technical Service Center through 
supervisory channels. 
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