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(c) ways to enhance the quality, utility, 
and clarity of the information to be 
collected; ways to minimize the burden 
of the collection of information on those 
who are to respond, including through 
the use of appropriate automated, 
electronic, mechanical, or other 
technological collection techniques, or 
other forms of information technology. 
Comments may be sent to both John 
O’Connell, Paperwork Reduction Act 
Coordinator, at the address provided 
above, and the Desk Officer for 
Agriculture, Office of Information and 
Regulatory Affairs, Office of 
Management and Budget, Washington, 
DC 20253. 

To be most effective, comments 
should be sent to OMB within 60 days 
of the publication date of this final rule. 

Government Paperwork Elimination 
Act (GPEA) 

FSIS is committed to achieving the 
goals of the GPEA, which requires that 
Government agencies, in general, 
provide the public with the option of 
submitting information or transacting 
business electronically to the maximum 
extent possible. Under this final rule, 
records that document the 
implementation and monitoring of an 
establishment’s procedures for the 
removal, segregation, and disposition of 
SRMs may be maintained on computers, 
provided that the establishment 
implements appropriate controls to 
ensure the integrity of the electronic 
data. Allowing establishments to 
comply with the required record-
keeping requirements will reduce data 
collection time and information 
processing and handling by the 
regulated industry and FSIS. 

Additional Public Notification 
Public awareness of all segments of 

rulemaking and policy development is 
important. Consequently, in an effort to 
ensure that minorities, women, and 
persons with disabilities are aware of 
this rule, FSIS will announce it on-line 
through the FSIS Web page located at 
http://www.fsis.usda.gov/ 
regulations_&_policies/ 
2007_Interim_&_Final_Rules_Index/ 
index.asp. 

The Regulations.gov Web site is the 
central online rulemaking portal of the 
United States government. It is being 
offered as a public service to increase 
participation in the Federal 
government’s regulatory activities. FSIS 
participates in Regulations.gov and will 
accept comments on documents 
published on the site. The site allows 
visitors to search by keyword or 
Department or Agency for rulemakings 
that allow for public comment. Each 

entry provides a quick link to a 
comment form so that visitors can type 
in their comments and submit them to 
FSIS. The Web site is located at http:// 
www.regulations.gov/. 

FSIS also will make copies of this 
Federal Register publication available 
through the FSIS Constituent Update, 
which is used to provide information 
regarding FSIS policies, procedures, 
regulations, Federal Register notices, 
public meetings, recalls, and other types 
of information that could affect or 
would be of interest to our constituents 
and stakeholders. The update is 
communicated via Listserv, a free e-mail 
subscription service consisting of 
industry, trade, and farm groups, 
consumer interest groups, allied health 
professionals, scientific professionals, 
and other individuals who have 
requested to be included. The update 
also is available on the FSIS Web page. 
Through Listserv and the Web page, 
FSIS is able to provide information to a 
much broader, more diverse audience. 

In addition, FSIS offers an e-mail 
subscription service that provides an 
automatic and customized notification 
when popular pages are updated, 
including Federal Register publications 
and related documents. This service is 
available at http://www.fsis.usda.gov/ 
news_and_events/email_subscription/ 
and allows FSIS customers to sign up 
for subscription options across eight 
categories. Options range from recalls to 
export information to regulations, 
directives and notices. Customers can 
add or delete subscriptions themselves 
and have the option to password protect 
their account. 

List of Subjects 

9 CFR Part 309 

Meat inspection. 

9 CFR Part 310 

Meat inspection, Meat and meat 
products, Reporting and recordkeeping 
requirements. 

9 CFR Part 318 

Meat inspection, Meat and meat 
products, recordkeeping requirements. 
■ Accordingly, the interim final rules 
amending 9 CFR Chapter III, which 
were published on January 12, 2004, at 
69 FR 1862 and 69 FR 1885, and 
amended on September 7, 2005, at 70 
FR 53043, are adopted as a final rule 
with the following changes: 

PART 309—ANTE-MORTEM 
INSPECTION 

■ 1. The authority citation for part 309 
is revised to read as follows: 

Authority: 21 U.S.C. 601–695; 7 CFR 2.18, 
2.53. 

■ 2. Section 309.3 is amended by 
revising paragraph (e) to read as follows: 

§ 309.3 Dead, dying, disabled, or diseased 
and similar livestock. 

* * * * * 
(e) Non-ambulatory disabled cattle 

that are offered for slaughter must be 
condemned and disposed of in 
accordance with § 309.13. FSIS 
inspection personnel will determine the 
disposition of cattle that become non-
ambulatory after they have passed ante-
mortem inspection on a case-by-case 
basis. 
■ 3. Paragraph (b) of § 309.13 is 
amended by adding a new second 
sentence to read as follows: 

§ 309.13 Disposition of condemned 
livestock. 

* * * * * 
(b) * * * Veal calves that are unable 

to rise from a recumbent position and 
walk because they are tired or cold may 
also be set apart and held as provided 
in this paragraph. * * * 
* * * * * 

PART 310—POST-MORTEM 
INSPECTION 

■ 4. The authority citation for part 310 
continues to read as follows: 

Authority: 21 U.S.C. 601–695; 7 CFR 2.18, 
2.53. 

■ 5. Section 310.22 is revised to read as 
follows: 

§ 310.22 Specified risk materials from 
cattle and their handling and disposition. 

(a) The following materials from cattle 
are specified risk materials, except 
when they are from cattle from a 
country that can demonstrate that its 
bovine spongiform encephalopathy 
(BSE) risk status can reasonable be 
expected to provide the same level of 
protection from human exposure to the 
BSE agent as prohibiting specified risk 
materials for use as human food does in 
the United States: 

(1) The brain, skull, eyes, trigeminal 
ganglia, spinal cord, vertebral column 
(excluding the vertebrae of the tail, the 
transverse processes of the thoracic and 
lumbar vertebrae, and the wings of the 
sacrum), and dorsal root ganglia from 
cattle 30 months of age and older and 

(2) The distal ileum of the small 
intestine and the tonsils from all cattle. 

(b) Specified risk materials are 
inedible and prohibited for use as 
human food. 

(c) Specified risk materials must be 
removed from the carcasses of cattle, 
segregated from edible materials, and 
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disposed of in accordance with § 314.1 
or § 314.3 of this subchapter. The spinal 
cord from cattle 30 months of age and 
older must be removed from the carcass 
at the establishment where the animal 
was slaughtered. 

(d) Requirements for use of the small 
intestine for human food. (1) The small 
intestine from all cattle may be used for 
human food if: 

(i) It is derived from cattle that were 
inspected and passed in an official 
establishment in the United States or in 
a certified foreign establishment in a 
country listed in 9 CFR 327.2(b) as 
eligible to export meat and meat 
products to the United States and it is 
otherwise eligible for importation under 
9 CFR 327.1(b), and 

(ii) The distal ileum is removed by a 
procedure that removes at least 80 
inches of the uncoiled and trimmed 
small intestine as measured from the 
ceco-colic junction and progressing 
proximally towards the jejunum or by a 
procedure that the establishment 
demonstrates is effective in ensuring 
complete removal of the distal ileum. 

(iii) If the conditions in paragraphs 
(d)(1)(i) or (ii) of this section are not 
met, the entire small intestine must be 
removed from the carcass, segregated 
from edible materials, and disposed of 
in accordance with §§ 314.1 or 314.3 of 
this subchapter. 

(2) The requirements in paragraph 
(d)(1) of this section do not apply to 
materials from cattle from countries that 
can demonstrate that their BSE risk 
status can reasonably be expected to 
provide the same level of protection 
from human exposure to the BSE agent 
as prohibiting specified risk materials 
for use as human food does in the 
United States. 

(e) Procedures for the removal, 
segregation, and disposition of specified 
risk materials. (1) Establishments that 
slaughter cattle and establishments that 
process the carcasses or parts of cattle 
must develop, implement, and maintain 
written procedures for the removal, 
segregation, and disposition of specified 
risk materials. These procedures must 
address potential contamination of 
edible materials with specified risk 
materials before, during, and after entry 
into the establishment. Establishments 
must incorporate their procedures for 
the removal, segregation, and 
disposition of specified risk materials 
into their HACCP plans or Sanitation 
SOPs or other prerequisite programs. 

(2) Establishments that slaughter 
cattle and establishments that process 
the carcasses or parts of cattle must take 
appropriate corrective action when 
either the establishment or FSIS 
determines that the establishment’s 

procedures for the removal, segregation, 
and disposition of specified risk 
materials, or the implementation or 
maintenance of these procedures, have 
failed to ensure that specified risk 
materials are adequately and effectively 
removed from the carcasses of cattle, 
segregated from edible materials, and 
disposed of in accordance with 
paragraph (c) of this section. 

(3) Establishments that slaughter 
cattle and establishments that process 
the carcasses or parts of cattle must 
routinely evaluate the effectiveness of 
their procedures for the removal, 
segregation, and disposition of specified 
risk materials in preventing the use of 
these materials for human food and 
must revise the procedures as necessary 
whenever any changes occur that could 
affect the removal, segregation, and 
disposition of specified risk materials. 

(4) Recordkeeping requirements. (i) 
Establishments that slaughter cattle and 
establishments that process the 
carcasses or parts of cattle must 
maintain daily records sufficient to 
document the implementation and 
monitoring of the procedures for the 
removal, segregation, and disposition of 
the materials listed in paragraph (a) of 
this section, and any corrective actions 
taken. 

(ii) Records required by this section 
may be maintained on computers 
provided that the establishment 
implements appropriate controls to 
ensure the integrity of the electronic 
data. 

(iii) Records required by this section 
must be retained for at least one year 
and must be accessible to FSIS. All such 
records must be maintained at the 
official establishment for 48 hours 
following completion, after which they 
may be maintained off-site provided 
such records can be made available to 
FSIS within 24 hours of request. 

(f) Sanitation of equipment used to 
cut through specified risk materials. (1) 
If an establishment that slaughters 
cattle, or that processes the carcasses or 
parts from cattle, does not segregate the 
carcasses and parts from cattle 30 
months of age and older from the 
carcasses and parts from cattle younger 
than 30 months during processing 
operations it must: 

(i) Use dedicated equipment to cut 
through specified risk materials; or 

(ii) Clean and sanitize equipment 
used to cut through specified risk 
materials before the equipment is used 
on carcasses or parts from cattle younger 
than 30 months of age. 

(2) If an establishments that slaughters 
cattle, or that process the carcasses or 
parts from cattle, segregates the 
carcasses and parts of cattle 30 months 

of age and older from cattle younger 
than 30 months of age during processing 
operations, and processes the carcasses 
or parts from the cattle younger than 30 
months first, it may use routine 
operational sanitation procedures on 
equipment used to cut through specified 
risk materials. 

(g) Slaughter establishments may ship 
beef carcasses or parts that contain 
vertebral columns from cattle 30 months 
of age and older to another federally-
inspected establishment for further 
processing if the establishment shipping 
these materials: 

(1) Maintains control of the carcasses 
or parts while they are in transit or 
ensures that the carcasses or parts move 
under FSIS control; 

(2) Ensures that the carcasses or parts 
are accompanied by documentation that 
clearly states that the carcasses or parts 
contain vertebral columns from cattle 
that were 30 months of age and older at 
the time of slaughter; 

(3) Maintains records that identify the 
official establishment that received the 
carcasses or parts; 

(4) Maintains records that verify that 
the official establishment that received 
the carcasses or parts removed the 
portions of the vertebral column 
designated as specified risk materials in 
paragraph (a)(1) of this section and 
disposed of them in accordance with 
§ 314.1 or § 314.3 of this subchapter. 

(h) The materials listed in paragraph 
(a)(1) of this section will be deemed to 
be from cattle 30 months of age and 
older unless the establishment can 
demonstrate through documentation 
that the materials are from an animal 
that was younger than 30 months of age 
at the time of slaughter. 

PART 318—ENTRY INTO OFFICIAL 
ESTABLISHMENTS; REINSPECTION 
AND PREPARATION OF PRODUCTS 

■ 6. The authority citation for part 318 
continues to read as follows: 

Authority: 7 U.S.C. 38f, 450, 1901–1906; 21 
U.S.C. 601–695; 7 CFR 2.18, 2.53. 

§ 318.6 [Amended] 

■ 7. Section 318.6 is amended as 
follows: 
■ a. In the third and fourth sentences of 
paragraph (b)(1) remove ‘‘9 CFR 
310.22(a)(3)’’ and add ‘‘9 CFR 
310.22(d)’’ in its place. 
■ b. In the second sentence in paragraph 
(b)(8) remove ‘‘9 CFR 310.22(a)(3)’’ and 
add ‘‘9 CFR 310.22(d)’’ in its place. 

Done at Washington, DC, on July 5, 2007. 
David P. Goldman, 
Acting Administrator. 
[FR Doc. 07–3350 Filed 7–12–07; 8:45 am] 
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