
Low-Water Crossings for Livestock and Equipment: 
Planning for Aquatic Organism Passage  

 Training Objective: Gain insight into evaluating producer operations, 
watershed context, and stream geomorphology to assist in the planning and 
design of stream crossings that promote aquatic organism passage, 
conservation biology, stream continuity, and habitat quality.  
 
Training Description: Low-water crossings on low-volume and farm access 
roads are a common feature on many working lands. While intended to serve 
as safe stream crossings for both equipment and livestock, they can present 
construction and maintenance problems, often alter channel form and function, 
and may challenge up- and downstream passage for migratory aquatic 
organisms. As desirable alternatives to culverts and bridges, low-water 
crossings can also offer environmental and operational advantages to 
landowners on low-volume and private roads and trails. This webinar reviews 
the ecological and geomorphic effects of low-water crossings in stream 
environments, presents guidance for selecting structures that minimize 
disruption of channel processes and habitats, summarizes basic design 
parameters and requirements, and presents selected examples that illustrate 
performance, problems, and advantages of different types of low-water 
crossings. 
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Associated Documents:  
• low_water_crossings_presentation.pptx (17MB) 
• low_water_crossings_webinar.wmv (17MB) 
• low_water_crossings_webinar_captioned.wmv (17MB) 
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