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ATTACHMENT TO RD FORM 2006-38

CIVIL RIGHTS IMPACT ANALYSIS CERTIFICATION

Advancement, Inc.

1.  A Class II Environmental Assessment will be completed for this action, although RD Instruction 4274-D does not require the publishing of a Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI).  The assessment will visit only the potential impacts based on the granting of IRP assistance to the applicant.  The applicant’s plan of work must be consistent with the objectives of the IRP, that being the creation or retention of jobs for low income and minority rural residents.  The applicant proposed service area consists of rural areas of Hoke, Bladen, Robeson, and Columbus counties.

2.  The IRP assistance will be limited to rural areas with populations less than 25,000 persons within the incorporated area.  The combined ethnic breakdown for the proposed service area is as follows:

White


47%

Black


29%

Hispanic


.6%

Asia/Pacific Islander
.4%

American Indian

23%

3.  The headquarters for the applicant will be the city of Lumberton, NC.  This location will have no impact on ultimate recipients due to the applicant’s plan of work will include visits to potential and existing business locations.

The environmental review process for all ultimate recipient will be conducted in accordance with RD Instruction 1940-G.  Ultimate recipients will be required to complete RD Form 1940-20 “Request for Environmental Information,” the RD approval official will then complete the applicable Class I, II or Categorical Exclusion.  The applicant will be required to complete RD Forms 400-1 “Equal Opportunity Agreement” and 400-4 “Assurance Agreement” prior to and after loan approval.  All ultimate recipients will certified Nondiscrimination, Eligibility and Compliance, Rural Certification, and No Conflict of Interest prior to IRP assistance being granted.

[IRP Applicant] (IRP Loan)

Class II Environmental Assessment for Intermediary

Purpose and Scope:  The Class II Environmental Assessment for [IRP Applicant] is intended to assist USDA - Rural Development to meet its responsibilities under the National Environmental Policy Act, related Council on Environmental Quality Regulations, FmHA Instruction 1940-G, "Environmental Program," and RD Instruction 4274-D, "Intermediary Relending Program."

It is the intent of this assessment to provide the approach to subsequent project environmental reviews by defining the substantive issues, setting forth the critical assessment questions, providing methods for analysis, and determining impacts and recommending mitigation measures.  [IRP Applicant] has submitted [#] potential loans.

Analysis:  RD Instruction 4274-D, 4274.337(b)(1), requires USDA - Rural Development to focus on the potential cumulative impacts of the projects as well as any environmental concerns or problems that are associated with individual projects and that can be identified at this time from the information submitted.

Cumulative impact is defined as:  "The impact on the environment which results from the incremental impact of the action when added to other past, present, and reasonably foreseeable future actions, regardless of what Agency (Federal or non-Federal) or person undertakes such other actions.  Cumulative impacts can result from individually minor but collectively significant actions taking place over a period of time."  (40CFR 1508.7)

Should this application be approved, each project shall undergo the applicable environmental review and public notification requirements in FmHA Instruction 1940-G, "Environmental Program," prior to USDA - Rural Development's consent to use loan funds for a specific project.  The following environmental components, therefore, are intended to cover the range of impacts, environmental factors, and issues which may be encountered in a subsequent review of the [#] applications.

Air Quality:  Discuss, in terms of the amounts and types of emissions to be produced, all aspects of the project, including beneficiaries' operations and known indirect effect (such as increased motor vehicle traffic) which indicate if topographical or meteorological conditions hinder or affect the dispersal of air emissions.  Evaluate the impact on air quality given the types and amounts of projected emissions, the existing air quality, and topographical and meteorological conditions.  Discuss the project's consistency with the State's air quality implementation plan for the area, the classification of air quality control region with in which the project is located, and the status of compliance with air quality standards within that region.  Cite any contacts with appropriate experts and agencies which must issue necessary permits.  Air quality, for instance, is a likely impact in the forest products industry.

Water Quality:  Discuss in terms of amounts and types of effluents, all aspects of the project, including primary beneficiaries' operations and known indirect effects which will affect water quality.  Indicate the existing water quality of surface and/or underground water to be affected.  Evaluate the impacts of the project on this existing water quality.  Indicate if an aquifer recharge area is to be adversely affected.  If the project lies within or will affect a sole source aquifer recharge area as designated by EPA, contact the appropriate EPA regional office to determine if its review is necessary.  If it is, attach the results of its review.

Indicate the source and available supply of raw water and the extent to which the additional demand will affect the raw water supply.  Describe the wastewater treatment system(s) to be used and indicated their capacity and their adequacy in terms of the degree of treatment provided.  Discuss the characteristics and uses of the receiving waters for any sources of discharge.  If the treatment systems are or will be inadequate or overloaded, describe the steps being taken for necessary improvements and their completion dates.  Compare such dates to the completion date of the FmHA project.  Analyze the impacts on the receiving water during any estimated period of inadequate treatment.

Discuss the project's consistency with the water quality planning for the area, such as EPA's Section 208 areawide waste treatment management plan.  Describe how surface runoff is to be handled and the effect of erosion on streams.

Evaluate the extent to which the project may create shortages for or otherwise adversely affect the withdrawal capabilities of other present users of the raw water supply, particularly in terms of possible human health, safety, or welfare problems.

For projects utilizing a groundwater supply, evaluate the potential for the project to exceed the safe pumping rate for the aquifer to the extent that it would (1) adversely affect the pumping capability of present users, or (2) substantially increase surface subsidence.

For projects utilizing a surface water supply, evaluate the potential for the project to (1) reduce flows below the minimum required for the protection of fish and wildlife or (2) reduce water quality standards below those established for the stream classification at the point of withdrawal or the adjacent downstream section.  Water quality issues would most likely surface in fish processing industries.

Solid Waste Management:  Indicate all aspects of the project, including primary beneficiaries' operations, and known indirect effects which will necessitate the disposal of solid wastes.  Indicate the kinds and expected quantities of solid wastes involved and the disposal techniques to be used.  Evaluate the adequacy of these techniques especially in relationship to air and water quality.  Indicate if recycling or resource recovery programs are or will be used.  Cite any contacts with appropriate experts and agencies that must issue necessary permits.

Compliance with Advisory Council on Historic Preservation's Regulations:  In this section, the preparer shall detail the steps taken to comply with the above regulations.  First, indicate that the National Register of Historic Places, including its monthly supplements, has been reviewed and whether there are any listed properties located within the area to be affected by the project.  Second, indicate the steps taken such as historical  /archaeological surveys to determine if there are any properties eligible for listing located within the affected area.  Summarize the results of the consultation with the State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) and attach appropriate documentation of the SHPO's views.  Discuss the views of the SHPO, state whether or not an eligible or listed property will be affected.

If there will be an effect, discuss all of the steps and protective measures taken to complete the Advisory Council's regulations.  Describe the affected property and the nature of the effect.  Attach to the assessment the results of the coordination process with the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation.

Compliance with the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act:  Indicate whether the project will affect a river or portion of it which is either included in the National Wild and Scenic Rivers System or designated for potential addition to the system.  This analysis shall be conducted through discussions with the appropriate regional office of the National Park Service or the Forest Service when its lands are involved, as well as the appropriate State agencies having implementation authorities.  A summary of discussions held or any required formal coordination shall be included in the determination and environmental findings.

Compliance with Endangered Species Act:  Indicate whether the project will either (1) affect a listed endangered or threatened species or critical habitat or (2) adversely affect a proposed critical habitat for an endangered or threatened species or jeopardize the continued existence of a proposed endangered or threatened species.  This analysis shall be conducted in consultation with the Fish and Wildlife Service and the National Marine Fisheries Service, when appropriate.

The results of any required coordination shall be included in the assessment along with any completed biological opinion and mitigation measures to be required for the project.  These factors shall be considered in completing the environmental impact determination.

Compliance with Farmland Protection Policy Act and Department Regulation 9500-3, Land Use Policy:  Indicate whether the project will either directly or indirectly convert an important land resource(s) identified in the Departmental Regulation other than floodplains or wetlands.  If a conversion may result, determine if there is a practicable alternative to avoiding it.  If there is no such alternative, determine whether all practicable mitigation measures are included in the project.  Document as an attachment these determinations and the steps taken to inform the public, locate alternatives, and mitigate potential adverse impacts.

Compliance with Executive Order 11988, Floodplain Management, and Executive Order 11990, Protection of Wetlands:  Indicate whether the project is either located within a 100-year floodplain (500-year floodplain for a critical action) or a wetland or will impact a floodplain or wetland.  If so, determine if there is a practicable alternative project or location.  If there is no such alternative, determine whether all practicable mitigation measures are included in the project and document as an attachment these determinations and the steps taken to inform the public, locate alternatives, and mitigate potential adverse impacts.

Land Use, Transportation, Natural Environment, Human Population, Construction, Hazardous Waste, and Energy Impact Analysis will round out a well-documented review of the environmental issues surrounding the specific projects.

Consultation Requirements of Executive Order 12372, Intergovernmental Review of Federal Programs:  Attach the comments of State, regional or local agencies and respond to all comments that deal with the subject matters discussed in the assessment.

Environmental Analysis of Participating Federal Agency:  Indicate if another Federal Agency is participating in the project either through the provision of additional funds, a companion project, or a permit review authority.  Summarize the results of the involved Agency's environmental impact analysis and attach available documentation.

Reaction to Project:  Discuss any negative comments or public views raised about the project and the consideration given to these comments.  Indicate whether a public hearing or public information meeting has been held either by the applicant or FmHA and include a summary of the results and any objections raised.  Indicate any other examples of the community's awareness of the project, such as newspaper articles or public notifications.

Cumulative Impacts:  Summarize the cumulative impacts of this project and the related activities.  Give particular attention to land use changes and air and water quality impacts.  Summarize the results of the environmental impact analysis done for any of these related activities and/or your discussion with the sponsoring agencies.  Attach available documentation of the analysis.

Adverse Impact:  The alternatives to the subject application are (a) approval, (b) denial, and (c) modification.  Based on our analysis, we recommend the alternative of approval.

Mitigation Measures:  Each project considered will consider all possible mitigation measures.  Such measures as alternate traffic routes during construction, dust and noise controls must be given top priority during any construction period.

Environmental Determinations:  I recommend that the approving official make the following compliance determinations for the below-listed environmental requirements.  The recommendation is made for this general assessment only, and specific determinations will be made as individual projects are submitted.

Not In

In

Compliance
Compliance

__________
__________
Clean Air Act

__________
__________
Federal Water Pollution Control Act

__________
__________
Safe Drinking Water Act - Section 1424(e)

__________
__________
Endangered Species Act

__________
__________
Coastal Barrier Resources Act

__________
__________
Coastal Zone Management Act - Sections 307(c)(1) and (2)

__________
___________
Wild and Scenic Rivers Act

__________
__________
National Historic Preservation Act

__________
__________
Archaeological and Historic Preservation Act

__________
__________
Executive Order 11988, Floodplain Management

__________
__________
Executive Order 11990, Protection of Wetlands

__________
__________
Farmland Protection Policy Act

__________
__________
Department Regulation 9500-3, Land Use Policy

I have reviewed and considered the potential cumulative impact of the projects as well as any environmental concerns or problems that are associated with the projects from the material presented.  I have also analyzed the proposal for its consistency with FmHA environmental policies and have considered the potential benefits of the proposal.  Based upon a consideration and balancing of these factors, I recommend from an environmental standpoint that the project

_______ be approved.

_______ not be approved because of the attached reasons.

__________________________________

_______________
Preparer





Date

__________________________________
Title

__________________________________
Concurring Official




Date _____________
Title

State Environmental Coordinator's Review

(When required by 1940.316 of this Subpart)

I have reviewed this environmental assessment and supporting documentation.  Following are my positions regarding its adequacy and the recommendations reached by the preparer.  For any matter in which I do not concur, my reasons are attached as Exhibit __________.

Non-concur

Concur

_______________
_______________
Adequate Assessment

_______________
_______________
Environmental Impact Determination

_______________
_______________
Compliance Determination

_______________
_______________
Project Recommendation

____________________________________
_
__________
Signature of State Environmental Coordinator

Date

