
US&R VICTIM MARKING SYSTEM 
 

Make a large (2' x 2') “V” with orange spray paint 
near the location of a potential victim.  Mark the 
name of the search team or crew identifier in the 
top part of the “V” with paint or a lumber marker-
type device. 

 
  

Paint a circle around the “V” when a potential victim 
is confirmed to be alive either visually or vocally, 
or by hearing specific sounds that would indicate a 
high probability of a live victim.  If more than one 
confirmed live victim, mark the total number of 
victims under the “V”. 

 
  
Paint a horizontal line through the middle of the “V” 
when a confirmed victim is determined to be 
deceased.  If more than one confirmed deceased 
victim, mark the total number of victims under the 
“V”.  Use both the live and deceased victim 
marking symbols when a combination of live and 
deceased victims are determined to be in the same 
location.  
  

Paint an “X” through the confirmed victim symbol 
after all the victim(s) have been removed from the 
specific location identified by the marking. 

 
  

An arrow may need to be painted next to the “V” 
pointing toward the victim when the victim’s 
location is not immediately near where the “V” is 
painted.  Show distance on arrow. 
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